
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Atty Docket No.: 1 348.1 17.US 



In re the PATENT application of 
Patrick J. Butler 
Serial No.: 10/829,361 
Filed: April 22, 2004 

For: Apparatus and Method for Mechanically Reinforcing the Welds Between Riser Pipes 



Pursuant to the duty imposed by 37 C.F.R. §1 .56 to disclose information which may 
be material to the above-identified patent application, the Examiner's attention is directed 
to the documents listed on the enclosed Information Disclosure Statement. Copies of the 
documents listed are enclosed herewith. 

Since this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed in compliance with 37 
C.F.R. §1 .97(b), within three (3) months of the filing date of the above-identified application 
and/or prior to the mailing date of the first Official Action, no fee is required in connection 
with its filing. 

The submission of the listed documents is not intended as an admission that any 
such document constitutes prior art against the claims of the present application . Applicant 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



MAIL STOP: PATENT APPLICATION 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



does not waive any right to take any action that would be appropriate to antedate or 
otherwise remove any listed document as a competent reference against the claims of the 
present application. 



Respectfully submitted, 




Epstein & Gerken 

1901 Research Boulevard, Suite 340 
Rockville, Maryland 20850 
(301)610-7634 
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